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Deer or stag – which is which?

Many people think that a roe deer is the 
female of a red deer – but that‘s not true!
Roe deer and red deer are two 
completely di� erent species.
Although both belong to the large 
deer family, they live very di� erently.
� e roe deer is rather small and delicate. It o� en 
lives at the edge of the forest or in meadows.
In summer, it enjoys eating 
fresh herbs, buds, and leaves.
In winter, it seeks out quiet places 
and eats what nature still o� ers – for 
example, blackberry leaves or bark.
� e buck, or male, has small 
antlers with three points.
� e female is called a doe, and the young are 
called fawns with pretty white spots on their fur.

� e red deer, on the other hand, 
is much larger and stronger.
A fully grown red deer can weigh 
more than twice as much as a roe deer!
� e male has an impressi-
ve, widely branched set of antlers.
During the rutting season in au-
tumn, the stag bellows loudly –   you 
can even hear it from a great distance.
� e female deer is called a hind, 
and her o� spring are called calves.
While roe deer are o� en alone or in pairs, red 
deer live in large groups – especially in winter.
Both animals are very shy and pay 
close attention to sounds and smells.
� at‘s why you rarely get to see them up close.

Tip for the outdoors:
If you � nd animal tracks in the forest, pay 
attention to their size:
Deer tracks are small and narrow –
like a heart.
Red deer tracks are larger and rounder –
almost like a frying pan.
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